SERVANTS OF THE WEEK—
MARISA & ANNIE TOMEI

This week we feature sisters Marisa (18) &
Annie (14) Tomei who were born and raised
at OLV. Mom Marianne (Weiss) was a
lifelong parishioner, and Dad Greg has been
a parishioner for over 20 years. Marisa said
they've followed the example of their
parents and grandparents in becoming active
in the parish. Both girls have attended
Catholic school at St. Matthew and Hoban.
Annie just graduated from St. Matthew and
heads to Hoban in the fall. Marisa just
graduated from Hoban and will be off to the
University of Toledo. Marisa enjoys dancing
and tumbling, and coached St. Matthew
Cheerleading for 68 graders. She was a
cheerleader at Hoban for four years, and was
involved in the choir and the musical, Sound
of Music. She said, “I started most of my
service work and involvement at Hoban and
OLV my freshman year because of a
requirement for school. We had to have so
many service hours each year and in the beginning, my onlywgmato complete them. However, as | grew
older and came to a deeper understanding of the purpose of iatra@lservice hours, | not only enjoyed them,
but | wanted to do more. It is our tradition at Hoban Higihool that our service must directly serve the poor
and vulnerable. | now understand that the purpose of my hotosagness and participate in the building of
Christ's kingdom.” Marisa has served as a Eucharistic Minfst Hoban, served on retreat teams, the pro-life
club, a mission trip to poor parishes of Guadalupe Mexemjihg the homeless of Akron with Hoban’s Project
Hope, a volunteer at Akron Children’s Hospital and AscBattered Women’s Shelter. About OLV, Marisa
said, “We have attended the same mass for 18 years (9:20p@8d | have made many friends over the years.
I knew that with my friends, | could have fun with anythingias doing. But most importantly, my parents
encouraged me to get involved. Our faith is a major paduoffamily and sharing these activities made our
family stronger.” Both Marisa and Annie were involved in @lgildren’s Choir, Liturgical Dance group, and
became Altar Servers. Two years ago Marisa retired freimg a Server to join the 9:00 Choir. She was also
active in OLV’s middle school youth group, the Cluster youthugrwith Holy Family, and several Search
retreats with OLV members. She said, “I not only learmede about myself and my faith, but my eyes were
opened to the realities of the world. Becoming involved a¥ @as also impacted me. The family atmosphere is
the most important to me. Growing up in this parish wittstrof the members supporting me is what | truly
love about belonging here. | see all of the families herenandl know for sure how | want to raise my family
in the future. The parishioners here are so warm and welcpthigygare my family too! (alot of them literally
are). | plan on continuing my ministries at the Universftf@edo next year. The Catholic Student Association
is very involved on campus and | am excited to start a new jpuheee.” Annie enjoys soccer, running, and
friends. She said, “I am surrounded by people | enjoyaand about at Our Lady of Victory. One thing |
remember is my first communion, everyone came up to meMé#ss and congratulated me and gave me hugs
and it shows that our parish family loves and supports eaehn. dly mom has always participated at Mass and
I wanted to be involved too. | tried altar serving and engerkally enjoying it. My sister is really into her faith
and | was inspired by her to try some new things. | lp@récipated in a few retreats which made me want to
get even more involved!” Annie helps her dad with the youth donut, saddshelps at the Bazaar. Of her service
at OLV she said, “By getting close to people who de ine, | can enjoy the service that | do even more, and
it's like one big happy family.”




