Knights of Columbus

At

Our Lady of Sorrows Church

Who are the Knights?  The Knights of Columbus is the largest Catholic men’s organization in the United States.  Founded by Fr. Michael J. McGivney in 1892 to render comfort and financial assistance to the families of his parish, The Knights of Columbus has grown from several members in one council to more than 13,000 councils and 1.7 million members throughout the United States, Canada, the Philippines, Mexico, Poland, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Panama, the Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, Guatemala, Guam and Saipan. We have become the world’s foremost Catholic fraternal benefit charitable organization and have contributed over $1.2B and 600 million man-hours to charitable causes around the world.
Father McGivney and his lay associates recognized that ordinary commercial insurance premiums then being charged were far beyond the income of the average working man and something had to be done to formulate a non-profit organization which could provide low cost insurance.  Today, more than 100 years after the founding of the Knights of Columbus, Catholic families of our members in the United States and Canada are protected by over 21 billion dollars of Knights of Columbus Insurance.
Your Local Council. Our Council 14563 of the Knights of Columbus was formed in 2009 by 30 Charter Members. Since that time we have grown into an organization of 50 members.  

Who are the members?  Local council members are from Monroe, Middletown, Hamilton, Mason, Liberty Township and the West Chester area.  We encompass all ages, types of families and marital status.

What do we do?  We are involved in programs that support the community, encourage strong families, help OLOS parish and the Catholic Church, support our youth and promote Christian values as well as sponsor social activities for our members, their families and the parish community.

When do we meet?  Full Council meetings are held monthly in the Parish Hall on the Second Wednesday of the Month at 8 PM. Quarterly we met to pray the Rosary at 7:30 PM in the Day Chapel before the Council meeting.
How do we help?
· We offer the opportunity for fellowship with those who are of the same belief, who recognize the same duty to God, to family and to neighbor.
· We give youth encouragement thru our support of the OLOS Youth Group.  
· We provide financial support and manpower to local and state service groups such as the scouts, physically disabled, mentally handicapped, war veterans, disaster relief, and civic activities.

· We financially support religious education, seminarians, respect life programs, and Catholic schools.

· We stage fun activities for couples, children and families that strengthen family values and togetherness.
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· We hold a variety of fundraisers, such raffles, dinners, and breakfasts to fund our programs.
· We support Our Lady of Sorrows parish and Fr. Ed by providing financial and human resources to meet parish needs and projects.

· We participate in KofC state and national programs and activities

Who can join?  You must be a male, at least 18, and a practicing Catholic.
Can wives join?  Although wives cannot join the Knights, they and the rest of the family can participate and help in a large variety of Knights of Columbus activities.  

For more information or to join:  Contact Membership Director Corby Harris at 539-6973, Paul Seal at 777-1928, or contact any member of the Our Lady of Sorrows Knights of Columbus

